
 

City of Abilene 
City Council Agenda 

 

Weldon Hurt, Mayor Pro-tem 
Shane Price, Council Member 
Lynn Beard, Council Member 
Robert Hanna, City Manager 

Anthony Williams, Mayor 

Donna Albus, Council Member 
Kyle McAlister, Council Member 
Travis Craver, Council Member 
Stanley Smith, City Attorney 
Shawna Atkinson, City Secretary 

SPECIAL CALLED MEETING 
 
Notice is hereby given of a meeting of the City Council of City of Abilene to be held on November 21, 
2022, at 8:30 a.m., at City Hall, 555 Walnut Street, Council Chambers, Abilene, Texas, for the purpose 
of considering the following agenda items. All agenda items are subject to action. The City Council 
reserves the right to meet in a closed session on any agenda item should the need arise and if applicable 
pursuant to authorization by Title 5, Chapter 551, of the Texas Government Code. 

  CALL TO ORDER 

  INVOCATION 
  1.  Mayor Anthony Williams  
  PLEDGE TO THE UNITED STATES FLAG AND THE TEXAS FLAG 

  PUBLIC COMMENTS 

  
  There will be no votes or any formal actions taken on subjects presented during public comment. 

The public comment period will only allow members of the public to present ideas and information 
to city officials and staff. 

  SPECIAL CONSIDERATIONS 

  
2.  Resolution: Receive a Report, Hold a Discussion, and Take Action on Canvassing the Returns 

and Declaring the Results of the Sanctuary City for the Unborn Ordinance Special Election 
and the Charter Amendment Special Election Held in the City of Abilene on November 8, 
2022 (Shawna Atkinson)  

  
3.  Resolution: Receive a Report, Hold a Discussion, and Take Action on Canvassing the Returns 

and Declaring the Results of Bond Election Held in the City of Abilene on November 8, 2022 
(Shawna Atkinson)  

  ADJOURNMENT 
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In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, the City of Abilene will provide for 
reasonable accommodations for persons attending City Council meetings. To better serve 
you, requests should be received 48 hours prior to the meetings. Please call 325-676-6208. 

CERTIFICATION 

I hereby certify the above meeting notice was posted on the bulletin board at the City Hall of the 
City of Abilene, Texas, on the 17th day of November, 2022, at 3:50 p.m. 
  
  

  Shawna Atkinson, TRMC, CMC 
  City Secretary 
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City Council 
Agenda Memo 
 
City Council Meeting Date: 11/21/2022 

 
    
TO: Honorable Mayor & Members of City Council 
    
FROM: Shawna Atkinson, City Secretary 
    
SUBJECT: 2. Resolution: Receive a Report, Hold a Discussion, and Take Action on 

Canvassing the Returns and Declaring the Results of the Sanctuary City for the 
Unborn Ordinance Special Election and the Charter Amendment Special 
Election Held in the City of Abilene on November 8, 2022 (Shawna Atkinson) 

     
  
GENERAL INFORMATION 
  
City Council ordered a special election with Resolution #130-22 for the citizen led petition 
process to approve an ordinance to make Abilene a sanctuary city for the unborn. 
 
City Council also ordered a special election with Ordinance #42-2022 to allow for 6 charter 
amendments. 
 
The sanctuary city for the unborn ordinance passed and propositions C-D, and F-H of the 
Charter amendments passed. Proposition E failed.  
  
SPECIAL CONSIDERATIONS 
  
None 
  
FUNDING/FISCAL IMPACT 
  
None 
  
STAFF RECOMMENDATION 
  
Staff recommends adoption of the Resolution canvassing the returns and declaring the official 
results of the November 8, 2022 Special Election.  
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BOARD OR COMMISSION RECOMMENDATION 
  
None.  
  
ATTACHMENTS: 
  
1. Resolution Canvass Special Election - Sanctuary City & Charter 
2. Jones County Results - Grand Total & Precinct by Precinct - November 8, 2022 
3. Taylor County OFFICIAL City of Abilene Precinct Report 
4. Taylor County OFFICIAL City of Abilene Cumulative Report 
5. Presentation_Special to Canvass 
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RESOLUTION NO. ___________

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ABILENE, TEXAS, 
CANVASSING THE RETURNS AND DECLARING THE RESULTS OF THE SPECIAL 
ELECTION REGARDING AN ORDINANCE OUTLAWING ABORTION AND 
DECLARING THE CITY OF ABILENE A SANCTUARY CITY FOR THE UNBORN AND 
FOR THE PURPOSE OF AMENDMENTS TO THE CITY CHARTER HELD IN THE CITY 
OF ABILENE ON NOVEMBER 8, 2022 

WHEREAS, Election Code Section 67.003 states that each local canvasing authority shall 
convene to conduct the local canvass at the time set by the canvassing authority’s presiding officer 
not later than the 11th day after election day and not earlier than the third day after election day; and

WHEREAS, on November 8, 2022 the said special election was duly and legally held in 
conformity with the elections laws of the state of Texas; and

WHEREAS, the City Council has duly canvassed the election returns and hereby declare 
the results of such special election.

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF ABILENE, TEXAS:

PART 1: That all of the recitals contained in the preamble of this Resolution are found to be 
true and are adopted as findings of fact by this governing body as part of its decision.

PART 2: That the City Council of the City of Abilene finds and declares the results of the 
Special Election as per the attached Exhibit “A”; and

PART 3: That the City Council of the City of Abilene hereby further finds that the results 
of the special election to enact an ordinance outlawing abortion within the city of Abilene, and 
declaring the City of Abilene a sanctuary city for the unborn as set forth below reflect the reported 
votes, and the canvass of votes is hereby approved.

PROPOSITION B
THE CODE OF ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF ABILENE, TEXAS SHALL BE 
AMENDED BY ENACTING AN ORDINANCE OUTLAWING ABORTION WITHIN THE 
CITY OF ABILENE, DECLARING ABILENE A SANCTUARY CITY FOR THE UNBORN, 
MAKING VARIOUS PROVISIONS AND FINDINGS, PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY, 
REPEALING CONFLICTING ORDINANCES, AND ESTABLISHING AN EFFECTIVE 
DATE.

VOTES FOR: 15,156
VOTES AGAINST: 13,490
TOTAL VOTES CAST IN ELECTION:28,646
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PART 4:  That the City Council of the City of Abilene hereby further finds that the results 
of the special election to amend the City of Abilene Charter as set forth below reflect the reported 
votes, and the canvass of the votes is hereby approved.

PROPOSITION C
SHALL THE CITY CHARTER OF THE CITY OF ABILENE BY AMENDED THROUGHOUT 
TO REPLACE THE WORDS HE, HIS, AND HIM WITH THE WORDS HE OR SHE, HIS OR 
HER, AND HIM OR HER?

VOTES FOR: 14,893
VOTES AGAINST:13,404
TOTAL VOTES CAST IN ELECTION:28,297

PROPOSITION D
SHALL THE CITY CHARTER OF THE CITY OF ABILENE BE AMENDED THROUGHOUT 
TO REPLACE THE WORDS COUNCILMAN AND COUNCILMEN WITH THE WORDS 
COUNCILMEMBER AND COUNCILMEMBERS?

VOTES FOR: 16,494
VOTES AGAINST: 11,703
TOTAL VOTES CAST IN ELECTION: 28,197

PROPOSITION E
SHALL SECTION 58 OF THE CITY CHARTER OF THE CITY OF ABILENE BE AMENDED 
TO REMOVE THE PROVISION THAT THE PARKS AND RECREATION BOARD IS 
RESPONSIBLE FOR THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE PARKS AND RECREATION 
POLICIES THROUGHOUT THE CITY?

VOTES FOR: 11,773
VOTES AGAINST: 15,128
TOTAL VOTES CAST IN ELECTION: 26,901

PROPOSITION F
SHALL SECTION 63 OF THE CITY CHARTER OF THE CITY OF ABILENE BE AMENDED 
TO READ THAT THE DIRECTOR OF THE PARKS AND RECREATION DEPARTMENT 
SHALL BE APPOINTED BY THE CITY MANAGER, SHALL SERVE AS THE REGULAR 
TECHNICAL ADVISOR OF THE PARKS AND RECREATION BOARD, AND SHALL 
HAVE THE STATUS OF A DIRECTOR OF THE DEPARTMENT AND HAVE SUCH OTHER 
DUTIES AND REPONSIBILITIES AS THE CITY MANAGER MAY ESTABLISH?

VOTES FOR: 18,934
VOTES AGAINST: 7,928
TOTAL VOTES CAST IN ELECTION: 26,862
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PROPOSITION G
SHALL SECTION 84 OF THE CITY CHARTER OF THE CITY OF ABILENE BE AMENDED 
TO REMOVE THE PROVISION THAT THE PLANNING AND ZONING COMMISSION 
SHALL SUBMIT ANNUALLY TO THE CITY MANAGER A LIST OF RECOMMENDED 
CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS WHICH, IN THE OPINION OF THE COMMISSION, ARE 
NECESSARY OR DESIREABLE DURING THE FORTHCOMING FIVE YEAR PERIOD?

VOTES FOR: 14,943
VOTES AGAINST: 11,819
TOTAL VOTES CAST IN ELECTION: 26,762

PROPOSITION H
SHALL SECTION 137 FO THE CITY CHARTER OF THE CITY OF ABILENE BE 
AMENDED TO READ THAT POLICE AND FIRE FIGHTERS SHALL ABIDE BY THE 
APPLICABLE CIVIL SERVICE STATUTES GOVERNING POLITICAL ACTIVITY?

VOTES FOR: 21,140
VOTES AGAINST: 6,001
TOTAL VOTES CAST IN ELECTION: 27,141

PART 5: That this Resolution shall take effect immediately from and after its passage, as 
indicated below.

PASSED AND APPROVED by the City Council of the City of Abilene on the 21st day of 
November, 2022.

ATTEST:

_________________________________ _____________________________
Shawna Atkinson, City Secretary Anthony Williams, Mayor

APPROVED:

______________________________
Stanley Smith, City Attorney
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WELCOME
Audience members who wish to speak on any 
public hearing or agenda item that is open to 

public comment, are encouraged to complete a 
Speakers Contact Card and submit it to the City 

Secretary. This will assist staff in the event 
follow up is needed following the meeting.  

Thank you.
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Special
City Council Meeting

November 21, 2022
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ITEM #1

INVOCATION
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Pledges of Allegiance

United States Flag 
 “I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America, 
and to the Republic for which it stands, one Nation under God, 

indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.” 

Texas Flag  
“Honor the Texas flag; I pledge allegiance to thee Texas, 

one state under God, one and indivisible
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Resolution: Canvassing the 
November 8, 2022

Special Election – Sanctuary City 
for the Unborn Ordinance & 

Charter Amendments
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Canvass Special Election Held on November 7, 2022
• The first Election was Ordered on August 11, 2022 
• Resolution #130-2022
• Purpose:  Ordinance to make Abilene a sanctuary City for the Unborn

• The second Election was Ordered on August 18, 2022 
• Ordinance #42-2022
• Purpose:  Charter Amendments

• Unofficial Special Election Results report includes:
• Total number of votes received by each candidate in each precinct
        -  30 Precincts         - 27 Vote Centers  (Taylor County)
• Sum of precinct totals tabulated
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Canvass Special Election Held on November 8, 2022

• Results:
• Proposition B: Sanctuary City for the Unborn Ordinance 

• Passed with 15,156 votes for, and 13,490 votes against
• Proposition C: Changing He & Him to He or She and Him or Her

• Passed with 14m893 votes for, and 13,404 votes against
• Proposition D: Replacing the word Councilman with Councilmembers

• Passed with 16,494 votes for, and 11,703 votes against
• Proposition E: Parks board responsibilities

• Failed with 11,773 votes for, and 15,128 votes against
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Canvass Special Election Held on November 8, 2022

• Results:
• Proposition F: Parks & Rec Director

• Passed with 18,934 votes for, and 7,928 votes against
• Proposition G: Planning & Zoning Duties

• Passed with 14,943 votes for, and 11,819 votes against
• Proposition H: Civil Service Political Activity

• Passed with 21,140 votes for, and 6,001 votes against
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Resolution: Canvassing the 
November 8, 2022

Special Election – Bond Election
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Canvass Special Election Held on November 8, 2022
• The Election was Ordered on August 11, 2022 
• Resolution #141-2022
• Purpose:  Fire Station #9

• Unofficial Special Election Results report includes:
• Total number of votes received by each candidate in each precinct
        -  30 Precincts         - 27 Vote Centers  (Taylor County)
• Sum of precinct totals tabulated

• Results:
• Proposition A: Bond Election for Fire Station #9

• passed with 19,963 votes for, and 8,490 votes against
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QUESTIONS?
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ADJOURNMENT
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City Council 
Agenda Memo 
 
City Council Meeting Date: 11/21/2022 

 
    
TO: Honorable Mayor & Members of City Council 
    
FROM: Shawna Atkinson, City Secretary 
    
SUBJECT: 3. Resolution: Receive a Report, Hold a Discussion, and Take Action on 

Canvassing the Returns and Declaring the Results of Bond Election Held in the 
City of Abilene on November 8, 2022 (Shawna Atkinson) 

     
  
GENERAL INFORMATION 
  
City Council ordered a special election to be held on November 8, 2022, for a bond election to 
allow for Fire Station #9. The bond election passed by 62.32% in both Taylor and Jones 
Counties.  
  
SPECIAL CONSIDERATIONS 
  
None 
  
FUNDING/FISCAL IMPACT 
  
None 
  
STAFF RECOMMENDATION 
  
Staff recommends adoption of the Resolution canvassing the returns and declaring the official 
results of the November 8, 2022 Special Election.  
  
BOARD OR COMMISSION RECOMMENDATION 
  
None.  
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ATTACHMENTS: 
  
1. Canvass Resolution - Abilene 
2. Jones County Results - Grand Total & Precinct by Precinct - November 8, 2022 
3. Taylor County OFFICIAL City of Abilene Precinct Report 
4. Taylor County OFFICIAL City of Abilene Cumulative Report 
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RESOLUTION NO. _____

RESOLUTION BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ABILENE, 
TEXAS, CANVASSING RETURNS AND DECLARING RESULTS OF BOND 
ELECTION; AND CONTAINING PROVISIONS NECESSARY AND 
INCIDENTAL THERETO

WHEREAS, the City Council duly authorized an election to be held within the City of Abilene, 
Texas (the “City”) on November 8, 2022 (the “Election”), for the purpose of submitting to the resident 
qualified electors of the City the proposition hereinafter set forth;

WHEREAS, this City Council has investigated all matters pertaining to said Election; and

WHEREAS, the Election officers who held said Election have duly made the return of the results 
thereof, and said returns have been duly delivered to this City Council;

WHEREAS, the City Council finds and declares that the meeting at which this Resolution is 
considered is open to the public as required by law, and that the public notice of the time, place and 
purpose of the meeting was given as required by Texas Government Code, Section 551.041, as amended;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
ABILENE, TEXAS:

Section 1.  It is officially found and determined that said Election was duly ordered, that proper 
notice thereof was duly given, that proper Election officers were duly appointed prior to said Election, 
that said Election was duly and lawfully held, that due returns of the result of said Election have been 
made and delivered, and that this City Council has duly canvassed said returns, all in accordance with law 
and the Resolution calling said Election.

Section 2.  It is officially found and determined that the following votes were cast at said Election 
on the submitted proposition by the resident qualified electors of the City who voted at said Election:  

CITY OF ABILENE, TEXAS SPECIAL ELECTION
CITY OF ABILENE, TEXAS PROPOSITION A

FOR 19,963

AGAINST 8,490

THE ISSUANCE OF $8,000,000 TAX BONDS BY THE CITY OF 
ABILENE, TEXAS FOR CONSTRUCTING AND EQUIPPING PUBLIC 
SAFETY FACILITIES FOR THE ABILENE FIRE DEPARTMENT, AND 
LEVYING A TAX SUFFICIENT TO MAKE THE PAYMENTS OF 
PRINCIPAL AND INTEREST THEREON

Section 3.  As a result of said Election, and in conformity with law, this City Council is 
authorized to issue the bonds on behalf of the City for the proposition which favorably passed and in the 
manner and to the extent set forth in the proceedings calling said Election, and as and to the extent 
authorized by said Election.

Section 4.  This Resolution shall be in full force and effect from and after its passage and it is 
accordingly so resolved.
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PASSED AND APPROVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF ABILENE, TEXAS, 
this 21st day of NOVEMBER, 2022.

ATTEST: Mayor

City Secretary

[Seal]

APPROVED AS TO FORM:

City Attorney
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